
A real treat for rail            
enthusiasts 

 
Steam loco 971 was being ‘run 
in’ after its overhaul, so Adrian 
Hurley’s diesel went along to 
ease the load and act as back-
up. 
 
Future double-headers would 
mean we could take more of our 
vintage carriages. 

Night train at Clifton & feeding the beast. Photos Adam Cole  Dear readers 

 
As we come to the end of 2016, we look back on the many        
wonderful rail tours we have done. 
 
Our Wallangarra runs have been very well patronised, with most 
trips having five full carriages. 
 
It was really good to see our engine 971 back and running on the 
25th November, along with good old DH45 as a helper. 
 
Currently our operating agreement only allows 5 carriages, but this 
will be addressed and hopefully we be doing double-header runs 
with 6 units to Wallangarra in 2017. 
 
To the many volunteer workers that come down to the precinct 
every Wednesday and Thursday and other times as required, I say 
a very big thank you. Without you this heritage railway would not 
exist. 
 
To all the crews that look after our locos on running days, our   
booking officers who man the phone 24hrs a day and to all SDSR 
members and their families, may you have a merry Christmas and a 
great New Year. 
 
Our first 2017 trip is to Rudd’s Pub at Nobby on Australia Day. 
 

Peter Gregory 
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Located in the old railway  
precinct near Warwick station 

on the corner of Fitzroy  
& Hamilton Streets. 

A not-for-profit, volunteer-run 
project, for rail enthusiasts of all 

ages.  
Working days are Wed & Thurs 

every week.  
Visitors welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D o u b l e - h e a d e r  t o  W a l l a n g a r r a  

Photos: Chris Freeman 

Goods Shed Markets 
 
Two successful markets were conducted in the old Goods Shed, on 
Saturday 6th November, and Saturday 3rd December. The first had 
some 25 stalls and was very well attended, the second had forty 
stalls but the crowd was down, probably due to the very hot 
weather.  
However, the Goods Shed proved to be a wonderful venue for   
markets and it is great to see increasing public use of this beautiful 
old building which is part of Warwick’s history.   
In the evening of 6th November we also had Aperitif jazz band  
playing in the Goods Shed, and eighty patrons paid the entry fee 
and purchased food and drink. All up, these events raised some 
$2000 for SDSR. 
 
Our thanks go to all the volunteers who helped on the day, and to 
the Southern Downs Regional Council for the Fast Response Grant 
of $500 which met most of the cost of the band. This continuing 
support from our Council has been very much appreciated. 
 

Bob Amos 



FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENT BY RAIL 

Birthday Parties & Weddings etc 

Contact Peter Tobin    0476 307 988 

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  l o c o  s h e d  
 
After much delay C17 loco No971 was finally fitted out with new piston and valve rings.   
Work was completed late on the Friday afternoon in time for the Wallangarra trip on the Saturday.   
 
It took 3 weeks of working 5 days a week to complete the repairs and that part of the work was satisfactory.   
However, the unit developed a steam blow in the firebox when the regulator was opened.   
On examination after the trip, it was discovered that the super-heater steam elements were leaking because 
of some corrosion.   
All elements (16) will be removed and tested for faults in the near future.  
 
Whilst we were fitting the rings it was found that the Westinghouse pump governor 
was choked up with carbon.   
This made more work for the crew.   
 
Meanwhile Westinghouse house brake systems on all our rolling stock were given 
their yearly service.   
All this work was carried out in very hot conditions by an ageing workforce!! 
 
The Diesel Hydraulic Loco [DH45] assisted 971 on the trip to Wallangarra as a back 
up in case of unforseen circumstances and made for some good photographs.  
 
All this maintenance work could not have been undertaken without the full support of 
the volunteers who turn up each week, including those who travel from some       
distance. So, thanks to them all. 

 

John Brady 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
“Support  our supporters” 

S o u t h e r n  D o w n s  S t e a m   
R a i l w a y  

Patron: Lawrence Springborg MP 
www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au 

email: info@sdsr.com.au 
Bookings by phone 0476 307 988 

Newsletter & feedback: editor Chris Freeman 
cajfreeman@gmail.com 

Steele’s Bakery Fitzroy St Warwick 

Our timetable from January to 
end of June 2017 

 
As you will see we have a couple of long 
trips planned. 
 
In April there is a trip with a difference. 
Up to Wallangarra by steam train for 
lunch, then over the border into NSW by 
bus for a visit to Tenterfield, including 
afternoon tea and tour at the rail       
museum.  
 
Then out to Allenjay Homestead for a 
Woolshed dinner of locally produced 
food, before overnight stay in Motels.  
 
Time for a winery tour at Stanthorpe on 
the return steam trip back to Warwick.   
 
A wonderful weekend trip with all      
inclusive fare covering train and bus 
travel, all food, and accommodation. 
(Drinks are extra) 
 
14 May we treat our Mums to a special 
day out to Toowoomba, they don’t have 
to cook for once because Dad and the 
kids will be buying lunch at Picnic Point! 

Sunday 14th May 

 

Peter Tobin, Peter Gregory & Bob Amos enjoying the 
Goods Shed Markets         Photo: Warwick Daily News 
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